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Introduction and definitions: MTSS & NJTSS

The Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) is a comprehensive framework used by schools
to provide targeted academic, behavioral, and social-emotional support to all students. MTSS is
designed to ensure that every student’s needs are met through a continuum of support that
ranges from universal interventions for all students to highly individualized interventions for
those with the greatest need.

NJTSS is a framework of supports and interventions to improve student achievement, based on
the core components of Multi-Tiered Systems of Support and the three tier prevention logic of
Response to Intervention (RTI). With a foundation of strong district and school leadership, a
positive school culture and climate and family and community engagement, NJTSS builds on
Intervention and Referral Services (I&RS) and gives schools structure to meet the academic,
behavioral, health, enrichment and social/emotional needs of all students.

NJTSS builds upon traditional I&RS procedures by utilizing universal screening as a means of
identifying the extent to which existing core practices support the majority of students and
whether select students may benefit from additional intervention. The NJTSS collaborative
problem-solving team reviews screening data, develops and applies decision rules to determine
who needs support and intervention, and also reviews individual referrals to determine
intervention needs (as is done for traditional intervention and referral services).

South River utilizes The Masonic Model Student Assistance Program that emphasizes a
strength-based, whole-child approach focusing on social-emotional learning and life skills to
help students succeed academically and personally, with a strong emphasis on school-based
interventions and team collaboration

NJTSS: A Multi-Tiered
System of Supports

Includes district/school leadership,
family/community engagement, climate/culture

RTI

Includes screening, data-based
decision making, progress monitoring

and multi-level prevention system

1&RS

School-based team; develop,
implement, review & assess action
plans, coordinate access school &
community-based resources;
supports student and teacher
needs; support, guidance & PD;
recommend school-wide
improvements




2. Key Principles of MTSS

Equity: MTSS is designed to provide equitable access to resources, ensuring that every student
receives the support they need to thrive.

Prevention: MTSS emphasizes early identification and intervention to prevent challenges from
escalating.

Data-Driven: Decisions are made based on ongoing data collection and analysis of student
performance.

Collaboration: Teachers, administrators, specialists, families, and other stakeholders work
together to create a holistic support system for students.

Continuous Improvement: MTSS is a dynamic framework, regularly assessed for
effectiveness, with adjustments made based on data and feedback.

3. MTSS Framework Overview
MTSS operates on a tiered model, with each tier representing a level of support.
e Tier 1: Universal supports for all students. This includes high-quality classroom

instruction, positive behavioral expectations, and a strong school culture.

e Tier 2: Targeted interventions for students who require additional support. These are
typically small group interventions focused on specific skills or behaviors.

e Tier 3: Intensive interventions for students who need highly individualized and
specialized support.

Each tier builds on the previous one, ensuring that as students’ needs increase, so do the
intensity and specificity of the interventions provided.

TIER 2 - TARGETED, SMALL GROUP
INTERVENTIONS

TIER 1 - UNIVERSAL SUPPORTS




4. Tier 1: Universal Support for All Students

Focus:
e High-quality, differentiated instruction

e Positive school climate and culture
e Clear expectations for behavior and academics
Key Components:

e Effective Instruction: Teachers use evidence-based practices and strategies to meet
the needs of all students. Differentiation ensures that students at different levels can
access the curriculum.

e Social-Emotional Learning (SEL): Schools implement SEL programs to help students
develop skills in managing emotions, setting goals, showing empathy for others,
establishing positive relationships, and making responsible decisions.

e Behavioral Expectations: Clear, school-wide expectations for behavior are
communicated and reinforced through positive behavioral interventions and supports
(PBIS).

e Assessment: Universal screenings and assessments identify students who may need
additional support.

5. Tier 2: Targeted Support for Some Students

Focus:
e Small group interventions targeting specific academic, behavioral, or social-emotional
needs

e Progress monitoring to assess response to interventions
Key Components:

e Targeted Interventions: Students who are identified through data as needing additional
support receive interventions in small groups. These interventions are typically more
focused than the general curriculum, addressing specific skills or areas of need.

e Progress Monitoring: Teachers and interventionists collect data regularly to track
student progress and determine whether the intervention is effective.

e Collaborative Problem-Solving: Teachers, specialists, and parents work together to
develop and adjust interventions as needed.



6. Tier 3: Intensive Support for a Few Students

Focus:
e Individualized interventions for students who require the most intensive support

e Frequent, individualized progress monitoring
Key Components:

e Highly Individualized Interventions: Students at this level require more focused and
intensive support. Interventions may include one-on-one instruction, specialized services
(e.g., speech therapy, counseling), or behavior intervention plans.

e Collaborative Team: A team of educators, specialists, and family members work closely
to design and implement individualized plans for students.

e Frequent Progress Monitoring: Data collection occurs on a frequent basis (often
weekly) to monitor student progress and determine if the interventions are working.
Adjustments are made accordingly.

e Comprehensive Support: Tier 3 may include both academic and behavioral supports,
as well as family engagement to ensure the student’s success both in and outside of
school.

7. Data-Based Decision Making

MTSS is driven by data. South River uses multiple sources of data to make decisions about
students’ needs and the effectiveness of interventions.

Data Sources:
e Universal Screenings: Assessments such as Linkit Benchmark tests, i-Ready
diagnostic tests, Universal Screeners for Number Sense, RaSSa and RaSSa Jr.

o Mandated Literacy Screening K-3

e Formative Assessments: Ongoing assessments used by teachers to monitor students’
learning and progress.

e Behavioral Data: Information collected on student behavior, such as office referrals,
attendance, or incidents of bullying.

e Progress Monitoring: Regular data collection on students receiving interventions,
including academic tests, observations, and teacher feedback.

Data Analysis:
e Data reviewed regularly by the MTSS team to determine whether students are
responding to interventions.

e Decisions on intensifying, changing, or maintaining interventions based on the data.



8. Collaboration and Communication

Effective communication and collaboration are central to the success of MTSS. Teams meet
regularly to review data, discuss students, and develop strategies. Collaboration includes:

e Regular Team Meetings: I&RS teams meet to discuss student progress and make
necessary adjustments to interventions. Schedule of meetings determined by building
administrators in collaboration with I&RS team in regular cycles.(Appendix B)

e Family Involvement: Teachers and specialists communicate with families regularly
about their child’s progress, discuss potential interventions, and work together on
strategies to support the student.

e School-Wide Communication: The MTSS process should be communicated clearly to
all staff so that they are aligned in their support efforts.

9. Monitoring and Progress Reporting

Schools should provide regular progress updates to stakeholders, including parents, students,
and staff.

e Progress Reports: Regular updates on student progress, focusing on the effectiveness
of interventions and next steps.

e Assessment Reporting: Screener result outcomes are posted and available for parents
on Genesis parent portal.

e Annual Review: Each year, the MTSS framework should be evaluated for its
effectiveness, and improvements should be made based on feedback from all
stakeholders.The MTSS handbook is updated on a regular basis.

10. Family and Community Involvement
Family and community engagement are integral parts of MTSS. Schools should actively involve
families and the community in the process through:

e Family Education: Offering workshops or informational sessions about the MTSS
process, interventions, and how families can support their child at home.

e Family-Teacher Conferences: Regularly scheduled meetings to discuss student
progress, interventions, and goals.

e Community Partnerships: Collaborating with local organizations to provide additional
resources or services for students.



11. Multilingual Learners

NJTSS and MLs:
When considering how NJTSS will benefit Multilingual Learners (MLs), language
proficiency always needs to be at the forefront. New Jersey uses the WIDA English
Language Development (ELD) Standards for instruction and the ACCESS assessment
to determine language proficiency levels of ML students. The standards promote
language use in academic contexts (academic language or the “language of school”).

Core Instruction:
Language programs and services (bilingual, ESL) are part of Tier 1 instruction and must
be core. MLs should be exposed to the same core instruction as all other students.
However, activities, outcomes, and assignments need to be differentiated and scaffolded
based on language proficiency.

Data-based Decision Making:
Analysis of screening results and progress monitoring data should consider the
language proficiency level of the student. The data that is reviewed for MLs needs to
include: language proficiency data for listening, speaking, reading, and writing and how
this relates to academic performance; and multiple sources of data.

12. Appendices

Appendix A: South River Tiered Support Table

e Guidance for Implementing MTSS across Grades K through 12.

Appendix B: South River Intervention and Referral Meeting Cycles

e Timelines for I&RS Meetings

e Meeting Structure
Appendix C: Procedural Flowchart

e South River I&RS Process Flowchart

o New Jersey Dyslexia Screening Flowchart
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